
BOARDING ISLANDS
Boarding islands provide space for bus passengers 
to wait, board, and alight. They are also known as 
"floating bus stops." 

The bike lane runs between the sidewalk and the 
boarding island. People use a raised crosswalk to 
get to and from the island. Bicyclists slow down and 
yield to people using the raised crosswalk.

Buses stay in the travel lane, and bike riders stay 
out of the way of bus operations. Drivers need to 
wait behind the bus. 

This design is common internationally. We are 
starting to build more of them in American cities, 
including in Boston.

EXAMPLES IN OTHER CITIES

Boarding island with raised crosswalk 
in Oakland, CA

Raised crosswalk over parking -
protected bike lane in Chicago, 

IL

Boarding island with raised 
crosswalk in Cambridge, MA

Passengers wait for the 
bus on the island.

Passengers cross to the 
island near the front 
door of the bus.

Approaching bicyclists 
slow and stop for 
people crossing to or 
from the bus stop. 

Clear landing space is 
available at both the 
front and back doors, 
maintaining 
accessibility. 

Summer St at Melcher St, Fort Point
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Boarding island with raised 
crosswalk in San Francisco, CA

(under construction)
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